To:  Parent/Guardian

From:  Richard Slate  

Date: 7/13/2011


I look forward to having your son/daughter in Computer Math 1 this semester and plan to have a very productive semester.  Attached is the course syllabus and pacing guide.  You will also notice the class expectations located in section 8 of the Syllabus.  Please take time to discuss this information with your son/daughter.  My contact information is located on the syllabus.  If you have any questions or would like to set up a parent/teacher meeting please feel free to call or e-mail me.  Be sure to add my website to your favorites list for reference throughout the class.  I look forward to working with you and your child this semester.  Please detach the last page, sign it, and return it to class for a homework grade.

Thanks,

Richard P. Slate

Computer Math 1

Course Syllabus & Pacing Guide

	Richard Slate

rslate@ccpsd.k12.va.us 

276-728-2125 ext. 118
	Bachelor of science: VPI&SU

MBA: Averett  University


1) Text:

Java Foundations: Introduction to Program Design and Data Structures, 2/E 
John Lewis 
Peter DePasquale, College of New Jersey 
Joseph Chase, Radford University 

ISBN-10: 0132128810

2) Objective:

This is a first programming course for Computer Science majors with a focus on object-oriented programming. The goal of the course is to develop skills such as program design and testing as well as the implementation of programs using a graphical IDE. All programming will be done in Java.

3) Course Objectives

Major Topics (Not necessarily listed in order of presentation)

· Intro to Computer Systems

· Programming Basics:  Variables, Operators, Expressions, Statements, Methods

· Java Text Input/Output

· Conditionals

· Loops

· Principles of Object Oriented Programming

· Basics of Program Design

· Testing and Debugging

· Java Memory Map

· Arrays and Java ArrayLists

· Java interfaces

· Inheritance

· Polymorphism

4) Supplementary Assignments:

Assignments and projects will be given from each section.  Notes will be given and should be kept in a separate notebook.

· All assignments will be on loose-leaf notebook paper - all work will have the following: Name, Date, and Assignment on the upper right side of the paper.  If more than one sheet then they should be stapled.

· Work will be turned in on due date.

· Quizzes may or may not be announced.

· Test will be given at the end of each unit or as needed.

· Obtaining and completing make-up assignments are the responsibility of the student.  Make up assignments are due the next block unless individual arrangements have been made because of several days absent. Students are expected to take announced test or quizzes on the day they return to school.

5) Supplementary Materials (Cost $):

· 3-ring binder ($ 3.00)

· Pens/Pencils ($2.00)

· Loose leaf paper ($2.00)

6) Evaluation Procedure:

· Six weeks grade will be based on the following standard:

	Classwork / Homework
	20.00%

	Tests
	30 %

	Projects
	50.00%


· Grading Scale is based in accordance with the CCHS policy: A=94-100, B=87-93, C=76-86, D=70-75, F= below 70.

7) Rules:

(1) Students should bring textbook, notebook, pencils and other necessary materials to class.  The teacher will furnish NONE of these materials.

(2) Students are to be seated and READY TO BEGIN class when the bell rings.  The classroom door will be closed and locked when the bell rings.  Any student who enters the classroom after the bell rings will be counted tardy unless he/she has a note from a faculty/staff member.  Tardiness will be deducted from your 6-week grade at 1 point per tardy for the first 3 offenses.  After the 3rd tardy there will be a 2-point deduction per tardy from the 6-week grade.  

(3) Students are expected to take care of bathroom, locker, nurse, guidance, and office visits before the class begins (you are allowed 5 minutes between classes for such visits.)

(4) According to school policy JUICE or SODA is NOT allowed in the classroom.

(5) Students who skip/cut class will be given 2 zeros for the day (1 for attendance and 1 for the material missed.)  The student’s name will be turned into the office for further discipline.

(6) Students may NOT leave the classroom without proper authorization from the teacher, an administrator or other appropriate official.

(7) Cheating of any form will result in a grade of zero.  

(8) ALL students are expected to show teachers, classmates, and substitute teachers RESPECT.

8) Procedures:

i) Asking a question while someone else is talking.

(1) I encourage you to ask questions.  There are no stupid questions in my classroom.

(2) Raise your hand and patiently wait for the teacher to call your name.

ii) Fire Alarms

(1) The students will leave the room in single file.

(2) Walk quickly and quietly.

(3) Exit the room to left and follow the class next door out of the building.

(4) Stay together as a class.

iii) Procedure for leaving class.  

(1) When the bell rings remain seated.  DO NOT LEAVE UNTIL DISMISSED.

(2) The bell does not dismiss the class the TEACHER dismisses the class.

iv) Procedure for computer use.

(1) The computers will be used to assist the student in learning Visual Basic .NET.  The use of these machines is a privilege, not a right.

(2) When using the computer you should never go to websites or open programs that are not related to the material at hand.

(3) After you have finished using your computer you must leave it like you found it. 

· Negative Consequences: 

(1) Students who choose to violate the standards of the classroom will suffer negative consequences including: verbal warnings, seat changes, exclusion from class activities, note and/or phone call to parent, or a referral to the office and detentions for repeated offenses. 

(2) Severe disruptions (including use of profanity, fighting, theft, dangerous behavior, or rudely defiant behavior) will result in immediate office referral.

9) Pacing Guide:

COURSE SCHEDULE

(Schedule subject to change)

Dates (approximate) Material Covered Work Due

Week 1 
Intro to Course and Syllabus Unit 1

Chapter 1 – Introduction

Week 2
 
Chapter 2 – Data and Expressions Unit 2

Week 3 
Chapter 3 – Using Classes and Objects Unit 3

Weeks 4/5 
Chapter 4 – Conditionals and Loops Unit 4

Weeks 6/7 
Chapter 5 – Writing Classes Unit 5

Weeks 8/9 
Chapter 7 - Arrays Unit 6

Weeks 10/11
Unit 7 Graphics I- Unit 7

Weeks 12/13 
Unit 8 Graphics II Unit 8

Week 14/15 
Ch.8&9– Inheritance and Polymorphism Unit9

Week 16/17 
Term Project and Exam Review

PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN THIS PAGE ONLY.

The previous pages should remain in the front of the student’s Computer Math notebook for future reference.


I have read and discussed the parent letter, course syllabus, rules, procedures, and pacing guide.  I understand what will be covered in this course, the grading policy, and the responsibilities of the student in this course.

Parent’s Signature:











Student’s Signature:










Date:





Please provide your email addresses below.  This is the best way to communicate with me.  Also, remember to add my website to your favorites list at home and work.  The web address is http://www.rpslate.com. 

____________________@_________________

Student Email Address

____________________@_________________

Parent Email Address

Thanks,

Richard P. Slate

